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     True or False? 
 

 
 
 
1.  True or false?  Two-year-old boys are more physically 
aggressive than two-year-old girls. 
 
 
2. True of false? Three-year-old boys are more physically 
aggressive than three-year-old girls. 
 
 
3. True of false? Infant girls are more emotionally 
vulnerable than infant boys. 
 
 
4. True of false? According to the U.S. Department of 
Education boys make up two-thirds of the student 
population in special education classes. 
 
 
5. True of false? There are more girls than boys in the top 
2% of the I.Q. scale. 

 
 
 



Classroom Strategies 
 

 Bring strong, positive male role models into the classroom in the form of fathers, 
grandfathers, volunteers, uncles, etc. 

 
 Let boys play physical games. 

 
 Create learning activities where boys can use their bodies. 

 
 Allow, with guidance, topics that interest boys that have in recent years become taboo. 

 
 Allow boy humor. 

 
 Don’t be too hard on the class clown, embrace his humor, and allow jokes at appropriate 

times. 
 

 Cultivate a sense of humor about boys’ sense of humor. 
 

 Use literature when male role models are not available. 
 

 Include father and males with father roles on a daily basis. 
 

 
Keys to raising emotionally strong boys (Thompson and Kindlon) 

 
 Boys need permission to have an internal life – respect it, refer to it, share your own 

internal life. 
 

 Accept and allow that boys need a high level of physical activity. 
 

 Use boy language to talk to boys. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 



Understanding Growing Boys 
Children’s Literature 

 
Burningham, John. 1989. Hey! Get Off Our Train. New York: Crown Publishers. 
Clifton, Lucille. 1983. Everett Anderson’s Goodbye. New York: Henry Holt. 
Cosby, Bill. 2000. The Day I Saw My Father Cry. New York: Scholastic. 
James, Simon. 1997. Leon and Bob. Cambridge: Candlewick Press. 
Johnson, Crockett. 1955. Harold and the Purple Crayon. Harper Collins. 
Keller, Holly. 1991. The New Boy. New York: Greenwillow Books. 
McBratney, Sam. 1994. Guess How Much I Love You. Cambridge: Candlewick Press. 
Mendez, Phil. 1989. The Black Snowman. New York: Scholastic. 
Numeroff, Laura. 1998. What Daddies Do Best. New York: Simon & Schuster.  
Penn, Audrey. 1993. The Kissing Hand. Washington DC: Child Welfare League of America. 
Sendak, Maurice. 1963. Where the Wild Things Are. Harper Collins.  
Shannon, David. 1999. David Goes to School. New York: Scholastic. 
Silverstein, Shel. 1964. The Giving Tree. New York: Harper & Row. 
Smith, Will. 2001. Just the Two of Us. New York: Scholastic. 
Waber, Bernard. 1972. Ira Sleeps Over. Boston: Houghton Mifflin. 
Waddell, Martin. 1991. Let’s Go Home, Little Bear. Cambridge: Candlewick Press. 
Yolen, Jane. 1987. Owl Moon. New York: Scholastic. 
Zolotow, Charlotte. 1972. William’s Doll. Harper Trophy.  
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